UTG Opening Range (6-Max)

Chart
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----- Q8s Q7s Q6s Q5s Q4s Q3s Q2s
-- J8s J7s J6s J5s Jas J3s J2s

QTo -- Tés T5s T4s T3s T2s

A% K9 Q9% J9o -- 97s 96s 95s 94s 93s 92s

A8o K8o Q8o J8o 980 85s 84s 83s 82s

A70 K70 Q70 J70 T70 970 75s 74s 73s 72s

A6o K6o Q60 J6o T6o 960 760 65s 64s 63s 62s

A5o0 K50 Q50 J50 T50 950 850 750 650 - 54s 53s 52s

Ado K4o Q4o Jdo T4o 940 840 740 640 540 - 43s 42s

A3o K3o Q3o J3o0 T30 930 830 730 630 530 430 - 32s

A20 K20 Q2o J20 T20 920 820 720 620 520 420 320 -
® raise (core) Mixed Fold

The range: 22+, A2s+, KTs+, QTs+, JTs, T9s, 98s, 87s, 76s, AlJo+, KQo

16.1% of hands (214 combos) - +5.2% of hands (68 combos)

The mixed band (open part of the time)

65s 54s K9s Q9s J9s ATo A90 KJo QJo

UTG is the only seat where you are guaranteed to be out of position against the whole table post-flop. That single fact is what
shrinks the range: hands like KJo or ATo make top pair with a bad kicker, get 3-bet by better, and then have to play the flop first for
the rest of the hand. They belong in the mixed band, not the core opening range.

What survives is hands with either raw equity (pairs, big broadways) or the ability to flop a strong draw and keep the pot manageable
(suited aces, suited connectors). Notice that the range is suit-heavy: A5s is in, A50 is out. That is not a style choice — suitedness adds
roughly 2-3 points of equity and, more importantly, gives you flushes and backdoor flushes to continue with when the board runs
out badly for one pair.

A common leak is opening this range to too large a size. UTG opens are usually 2.5bb in cash; the players behind fold often enough
that you do not need a bigger raise to win the blinds, and a 3bb open just prices you into worse spots when the button flats.
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